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beſt which have the direfteſt tendency to thoſe Ends : but 
ſeeing alſo that the beſt Laws are uſeleſs, and inſufficient 


for the attaining of thoſe Ends, unleſs {9 tne A 

the true intent and meaning of them, and this cannot be 

— by Governours intrufſjed with the Adminiſtration 
ig nd becauſe it often PTES ns that the Adminiſtra- 
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fo: Religious P2zonces, ; = 
der his Fig-tree, as Judah and I/rael did in the days of »King 425. - 
Solomon. Now of thoſe two, the Honour of God, ” 
and the Common Welfare, the preference muſt be 
always given to the firſt ; becauſe ehis 5s the frft gy ...25.48. 
and great Commandment, Thou ſhalt love the Lora thy Dem... © 
God, with all thy heart, and with all thy ſoul, and with 

all thy mind. The Precept reaches Princes as well 

as People, and it ſhould be the chief care of Governours 

to obſerve it : For tho' they' are ſometimes called Gods ON 
in Scripture, yet they are but earthly 'ones, and by way gy 5uiunr: 
of Similitude, as Agapetus told Jaffinian, and there- 

ore ſhould ever remember themſelves to be the Sub-- 

jets of the Mof High. There is all the reaſon in the 

World that Gods Honour ſhould be firſt regarded by 

Princes in their Dominions, . becauſe the Moſt High 

ruleth in the Kingdom of men ; and appoimteth over it Dan. 4. 9. 
whomſoever he will ; for he changeth the times and the & 5.21. 
ſeaſons, he removeth Kjngs, and ſetteth up Kjnos : and ***") 
becauſe the Happineſs of a Nation depends upon its 
relation to the King of Kings. t 


It is the,obſervation of Wiſe and Experienc'd $9- 
lomon, that Righteouſneſs 'exalteth a Nation, but fin is prov. 14 44 
4 reproach to any people; I ſhall not here enquire whe- 
ther p78, Righteouſneſs, 1s to be reſtrained to Moral 
Juſtice, -or_ to be taken ina more comprehenſive ſenſe- 
for Religion and Vertue in general. .”. Experience can 
atteſt, that Piety and Morality have a Mighty Influ- 
ence upon, the Proſperity of a Nation,” and that Vice 
and Wickedneſs have been always fatal in their Con- 
ſequences t0 it. | 


| Religion is the | beſt Cement of Society; and binds 
men in the ſtricteft "—_ to''be Juſt, and True, 
and Honeſt to one another : For where Religion is 
truly embraced, it has my upon the Conſcieace, 
and 
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6 A Looking-Gtaſs 
and that by a powerful Energy checks and-.commands 
the whole Man: for Conſcience, 1 mean, the enlight- 
ened and ſaaified Conſcience, will be: always doing 
its office, in Accuſing or Senbag; and he'thar bath 
ſuch a Monicor, muſt be prodigioully inadvertent, if he 
do.not perceive its Motions, and attend to them. 


On the other hand, where Vice is grown predomi- 
nant, and become- the Epidemical diftemper of a Peo- 
ple, there the Band of Conſcience is diflolv!d; becauſe 
their Union with God is broken. And when that 
Bond- is, difſoly'd, the People are under no Tye, but 
that of Humane Laws ; and./how weak Humane Laws 
are of themſelves to: make a Nation truly happy, 1s 
ſadly apparent, fromthe. many'woful diſtreſſes the 
Nations areunder-at-this-day; by reaſon of their Apo- 
ſtacy from God, | | 

"Tis natural for men to. lay the blame of all their 
Miſeries upon. miſtaken-:Cauſes,. and\ro make thoſe 
Perſons and Things the Anthars. of their Calamities; 
which really are not. Thus wicked 4hab charged the 
Prophet Evie withibeing/theccante of 'ithe ſore Famine 

Luke 4. 25: _ ih; Sajwatia, when' the Heaven war ſhut up three years and 
2 Kivgs 18.17. 7; mynths, Taying, Art thou be that troubleth+ Ir al ? 
| Thus. the innocent; Apolles were: accuſed: for: being, 
Ads 17.6, Digs befs  af-tha. Publick Peace, and” T7 wners of 'the 
Vker/dowp/iae: don. .( Pand was- impleaded 'by Terr ul: 
Ch, 24 5. Jug; fi] a Aftriverfclom, and 's mower off Sedirion, And 
the;Drigattive Chriſtians were traduced by'the Heathen 
Tir14l. Apol.'e, Peplexutors, as the Peſts and Encrues of Mankind, and. 
37-P-3% that they and their DoQtrine procured -all- the- Evils 
that ſo frequently befell the Roman Empire. Hence | 
azoſg that; generaF ouccry- againſt the Chriftiars in ST - 
Cyr. Fp. ad tholg days,. when any miforrune happeried,” C/#i/ia- 
Demttr. p.197. nas ad Looms. Away with:the Chriſtians to the Lions; 
L1.v. 11 For/twag the Common- ObjeQion upon'every occaſi- 
ht = on 
; 2 


fo Veligious Princes. 
on, that they were the Authors of- all publick Calamiries. 

Bat as then they who were bars a/ver the Fleſb'per- 
ſeeuted. them who were borw after + _ even {© 
it has been of Wm as, andi'woald''( 'fis tobe 
fear'd) be fo zow, had:fome Men the Power they for- 
merly had. Do-noc they obje the diftrefſesof thepre- 
ſeat. Age, tothe Pious and Sober People of the f 
as ifthey were: the:ProCcurers of their Misforturies, znd 
the 'Troublers of their Iſra/ ?' How often do we hear 
it.urg'd, That Difſewrers 'are worſe than Pats? that 
"twill never be well in Exz/axd ſo long as the A# of Ir- 
dulgence ſtands ? and that Liberty of Conſoience is Ones 
wm maloram Forms, the Fountain of all Miſchiefs ? 

But alas, poor Envious and miſtaken Wretches ! 


Whons do they reproach and blaſpheme'? anil' againſt whom 1g. x 1x; 


do they exalt their woice, and lift ” their eyes on high ? 
even againſt the Floly One of Ire + In compaſſion to 
their Souls, 1 could wiſh they knew what ſpirit they 
were of, and were convinced how contrary a Perſe- 
cuting Temper is to the Example and Precepts of our 


Saviour and his Apoſtles, and- to the whole Genius, '** 


Scope and m_ of the Goſpel. Let them read the 
Scripture, and ihew me where Perſecution is taught 
in Terms or Conſequence, and I will believe it then to 
be lawful to Plunder and Imprifon my Neighbour, yea, 
to execute the Writ de Heretico comburendo. But till 
it be proved from Scripture, that I may lawfully per- 
ſecute my Neighbour: purely for Religion, and becauſe 
he judges of — things otherwiſe than I do; I 
will always believe a Perſecuting Spirit to be Antichri- 
ſtian, -and as:oppolite to. the Goſpel as Darkneſs is to 
Light,. and Papal Cruelty to Apoſtolical Mecknels. 
To.correct theſe: Mens Miſtakes, 'is to ſhew them the 
crae Cauſe of all their Troubks, by reſolving them in- 
to their proper Originals, their Sins and Apoftaciesfrom 


told Abab, 1 have not troubled Iſrael, rKings 18.18, 
B 2 


but 
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but thow and thy Fathers Houſe, in that ye have forſaken | 
the Commandments of the Lora, and thou haſt followed Bas [ 
lim. Agd- the ancient Apologiſts, Tertullian, Cyprian,. 
Arxobizs, and others, took this as the moſt ſucceſsful 
courſe to ſtop the ſNlanderous mouths of their Adverſa- "= 
ries. The Heathen charg'd the Chriſtians with their "3? 
blick Misfortunes ; the Chriſtians cleared themſelves | 
rom thoſe Aſperſions, and 'd their Adverſaries 
how to reſolve their-Eyils into.their true Cauſes, ſuch 
as Idolatry, Debauchery, and Ingratitude, the crimes 
not only of the ancient Pagers, but of roo many Mo- 
dern Profeſſors of Chriſtianity. 

But ſome will ask perhaps, Is it not a contradiction 
to lay, Chriſtian Idolaters ? Taniwer, No, becauſe there 
area great wag ſuch in the World. The Ppsftsare 

roſs | 3/aa or to worſhip God by, z», or thr6 any 
mage or Similitude of Saint or Angel, as they do, 1s 
—_ Idolatry. A late Popiſh Author endeavours to 
» a varig mic, EXCUſe. this praQQice.; * All the Yeneration, ſays he, 
yp Re. that the Papiſt expreſſes before Images, . whether by kneel- 
preſented. þ.2+ ing, prying, lifting up the eyes, burning Candles, Incenſe, 
&C. "tis not at all: done for the Image, but is wholly reſerw/d 
zo the thing repreſented, which he intends to-honour by theſe 
«tions. But this will not. do, unleſs hecould perſwade 
us, the Religious-uſe of Images were enjoyned in the 
Second Commandment, and all his ſuperſtitious Cu- 
ſtoms allow?d by. it ; which will never be, ſo long as 
mthare our Bibles, and ſee all Image-worſbip expreſ- - 
ly forbidden therein. | 
There is alſo another ſort of Idolaters, who aremore 
refined than the bigotted Romaniſts, and: yet are no 
- leſs guilty in the ſight” of God than they. Now the | 
Idolatry of theſe men conſiſts in ©Performing that-unto 
&the True God, which hath a Similitue, . Show and Re- 
© ſemblance of his Service, but is not ſo indeed ; becauſe 
@Deut-12.33 © he (4) requireth it not atour hands,and therefore is bue 
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fo: Relſgious Pxinces. 9 
*a (6b) Wil-worſhip, or voluntary Religion, a thing de- (#) Col 2.23. 
$ viſed and ane according firs __ Cate ending, ITS 6. 
See Ainſworth's Arrow againſt Idolatry, c. 1. p. F: 4 
It were well, if the Church of Exzz/and could clear 
her felf of this kind of Idolatry ; ſhe knows the Diſſenters 
charge has been often drawn up againft her, and pro- 
ved by a Cloud of Witneſſes. And if ſhe can make 
no better defence than hitherto ſhe hath made, it will 
be both her Wiſdom and Honour to acknowledge her 
Guilt, and return unto God by Repeatance and Re- 
formation. 
© The ſecond Comniandment, faith the (4) excellent /4) Amow '«- 
© Ainſworth, (e) bindeth to the true worſhip of thetrue cave _ 
*God, which is only( f) as himſelf commandeth, and A 0þ 
© by the Means, Rites and Services'that He ordaineth ; (*)Dev: 12.32. 
© znd it forbiddeth & 4. 132, 54G, 
1. All Inventions of our own to worſhip God by, ©f5 Plat 119. 
* voluntary Religion, Opinions and DoQtrines ofmen. 13, | 
2. * All Imitations of /g) Heathens or Antichriſti- col 2.23. 22. 
*ans in their God-ſervices, to do the like. unto the (e)Ler.18.2.3, 
* Lord our God. + , wt. +:2thatt 
3- * All Imitation or Counterfeiting- (4) of Gods Rev. r7. 2. 
©own Ordinances and Inſtitutions, as to make Temples (TIP It 
6like his Temple, Feaſts like his Feafts, Altars like his, amos 4. 4, 5. 
© Miniſters like/his, which was the Sin of 1/-e!. BY 200g 
4. © All negleR -of Gods' Services; or: of the Means + 
*and Inftruments-by him ordained ; all irreligious pro- 
* fanenels or hypocriſie ; together with all communion: 
* with-ſuch kind of Idolatry, all caufes, occaſions, and- 
* proyocation thereunto. - 
Now when a Nation is overrun with' Idolatry and 
other ſorts of Wickedneſs, to + the -great Diſho 
of God, and ſcandal of good-Men ; it15 the Buſineſs &f- 
Religious Princes to endeavour to retrieve the Honour: 
of God, and fatisfie pious Minds, by a general Sup- 
preſſion of Idolatry and Vice, becauſe as they- _— 


| 10 _ A Looking-Glaſs 
| by him, ſo they ſhould reign for him too. God puts 
l IJ the Crown upon their .Heads, and Scepter into their 
|: ' Hands, for other purpoſes, than to ſufer (;) Jeroboams 
| O L Kings 12 Calves, Onnrs s Statutes, and the Works of the Houſe of 
| icah 6. 16, Abab. He exalts them to Soveraign Dignity for more 
| | excellent Ends: They ſhould always have his Glory in 
[ their Eye, and poſtpone all other Ends to that. Here- 
[| in we have an'Example of a King the moſt illuſtrious 
| | FERPEncn Hiltory affords, ; and who hath left a Copy 
| of Extraordinary Zeal for:God to all ſucceeding Kings 
| ; 
i} to writeafter, 'tis fab King of Tudah. 
| And like unto hin was there no Kjng before him, that 
turn'd to the Lord with ofl bis heart, &C. 

The Text contgins the.'Charater and Commenda- 
tiog of Fofich, with the Work' and Duty of his Day, 
and in him preſents us with a Looking-Glaſs for 
Chriſtian Princes ; Or *tis a compleat Idea, and exact 
Deſcription of a truly Religions King, He turned to 

_ the Lord with all his heart. 

When, Fofiah cams to the Crown, he found the 
Kingdom univerſally polluted with 'Idolatry, both 
Priefts and People were infeted, and every Age and 
Sex (a Remnant excepted) had corrupted their ways: 
His Great Grandfather Hezekiah was a very good King, 

+2 Kings 18, 20d bad deſtroyed all publick Idolatry in the Land ; 
4» 5 '-- * * He removed, the high places, and brake the Images, and 
cut-down the Groves, aud brake in pieces the brazen Ser- 
pens that Moſes had made: (becauſe it was abuſed to 
Idglatry,) for unto thoſe days the Children of Iſrael burnt 


that. after him was none like him, amang «ll the Kings of 
Judah, nor any that were before him: But in the Reigns 
of, hzs Grandfather, Manaſſeh, and Father Amon, whoſe 
Hiltgry 45, fet-down:2 Kings 21. and 2 Chron, 33. Ido- 
latxy; increaſed like Hydrs's heads, and the worſhip of 
Baalims, or Idols of the Sun, preyailed over the —_ 

Ip 


DE at 


Incenſe to it. He truſted in the Lord God of Iſrael, ſo. 


Y 


| 


" ed them. And if we look into the (4) ſhort Reign of his 
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ko; Miitlous Patnces, '27 
ſhip of the True-God. For (5) Maraſſeh built ap ag ain (© 2 0g-213, 
the High Plares which his Father Hezekiah had deſtroyed, 
4nd he reared: ap Altats for Baal,, and made a Grove, 4s 
did Abab, and worſhipped all the Hoſt of Heaven, and ſerv- 


Son Amon, we ſhall find he was no better than his Fa- © Io 


ther, but ſucceeded him in his Throne and Impieties 
together : For (/) he didihet which was evil in th ſiaht (Hz Kings 24, 
of the Lord, as his Father Maniſſeh ard; 20» 

'Tis true, Maneſſeh, as wicked a King as he had, 
been, after his Repentance -) did pretty conſiderably CY IEG, 
toward a Reformation ; (o) Never Jour; the People did v-17- 
ſacrifice: ſtill in the High Plaves,” But in Amons time the 9) —_—— 
Reformation'- was utterly quaſhe, till the Reign. of 
y/ofab, in whoſe time it was carried on'with wonder 

ull zeal- and ſucceſs. For {ite unto hims was there no . 
King befare him, neither after him aroſe any like him. 

But how can this: be, when the” ſame Charatter is 
given of Hezekjah'? For *tis faid' 2 Kynos 18.5. Afrer 
him was none like him,. among all the Kjngs. of Judah, nor- 
any that were before him. - | 

For reſolution of this Queſtion, ſeveral things may 
be offered in Anſwer. | | 

Firſt, It muſt be underftood' with Exception of He- b;. 
zehiah, becaule this Commendarion is likewiſe given +; 
to him. TR” X 

Secondly, The Phraſe' denotes them both to. hive 
been eminently Religious. - 

Thirdly, They had their particular Excellencies, 3+ 
wherein they both outſtript. Hezekiah ſhew'd his zeal 
forthie w_ - my poten Acceffion'to the Throne: 

(pY In: the firſt year off his Reign; in' the firſt” Month, he 7 
t the \ door 5: of 3 | © of the {dl gr Hepaired CR 
theme. For lis Father Abs being diftreſfed by Tis- 
lath- Pileſer: King off Aﬀyvra, - ſacrificed to the Gods of” 
Damaſcus, in expectation of help front them; and” ſour 

h up 
L 


up the doors of the Temple, 2 Chron. 28. 22,23, 24. Jo- 
I 4h being a Minor of eight years .old when he came 
(1; "to the Crown, had no ſooner attained. to.the ſixteenth 
| year of his age, 'moſt commoaly «the - time of Sport 
and Dalliance to:many other; Princes ; but while the 
was yet (thus) young, he began.to ſeek after the God 
of David his Father. | 


4. Fourthly, The! Expreſſion is Hyperbolical, and qua- 
Vis aisgpar, &ec. w_ 2 they ſcarcely have been, or ſball be pa- 
rallePd. - 
Fifthly, Their. Zeal was equally fervent in reſtoring 
the pure Worſhip of God ; but FJoſiah's Reformation 
Mo whe more exten : Han wear” ie Fa Joſiah —_— 
1/61... med (q) wot in the Kingdom 0 only, but in_ 1/- 
7 ps raet >  Whea therefore weread that Hezckiah thre 
SanQtius ſup. down thei: aces and the Altars, not only out of | 
Fer all (r) and Benjamin, but in Ephraim alſo and | 
Manaſſeh, which 'two Tribes were part of the King- 
dom of Iſrael: Itis to be underſtood with reſftriftion 
(2) 707-j4.1- to that (/) part of thoſe Tribes, which was ſubje& 
' © . to the Kings of Judah, either by Conqueſt, or a ads 
tary ſubmiſſion by reaſon of the preſent troubles of 
that'Kingdom. But FJoſiah's Reformation extended to 
(t) 2 Reg. 23+ the Altar at (t) Bethel, and all the (u) houſes alſo of the high 
x 7 ne Places that were in the Cities of Samaria, which the Kjngs 
of Iſrael made to provoke the Lord to anger. 
6. _. Sixthly, There are two things peculiar in Joſiah's 
Caſe, .in regard of which the precedency may well 
be given him. 


— 
_ —_— As 


" i ———. - 


a Firſt, He was propheſied of above (w). three hux- 
+ &. ne? 0d years, alien be was born, and mention'd expreſs- 
tor, Jun. ſup. Iy by name, TYPN, Foſih ; and which is very remark- 
6: 13-* able, it was. preſently after Feraboam had deviſed-his 

Calf worſhip in Das and Bethel; for as he food by his 
new Altar in Bethel to burn Incenſe, behold there came 


4 
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rar Vebigiars yin: & 
« man of God ont of Fudeh, by the Word of the Lord, and 
ery'd againſt the Altar in the Word of the Lord; and ſaid, 0 
«, Altar, thus' ſaith the Lord ; Behold (x) (' ChddÞ &) Heb Sor. 

ell be borw unto the houſe of David, Joſiah by Name, and 
mpon thee ſhall he offer the Priefts of the High Places, that 
burn Incenſe upon thee, and mens bones ſhall be burnt u 
thee, 1 Kings 13. 1, 2- Where Obſerve, that God's ao. 
louſie of his own -Honour, and Love'to his own Worſhip 
is ſuch, that he cannot endure to be rivaPd, by Man ;- but 
xnmediately proteſts agaialt Falſe Worſhip. and Falſe Wor- 
ſhippers by bis Servants ; and thd he bears with them 
both for a Seaſon, yet there is a Time, ſecftet to us, 
but fixt -in- God's Eterhal: Decree, wherein both ſhall 
be ' deſtroyed. Thus he dealt wuh 'Jeroboaw's' Altar, 
and the Prieſts of the High- Places, and the like deal- 
ing may all others dread, who are involved in the like 

lt. 

5 Is ballance this Inftance, tis urg'd, 1/a#4h heſied 
of Cyrus (an Heathen Monarch ) by Name, long betore his 
Nativity ; for according ito Junius, from the time of the 
Prophecy, to-the'fultlling of it,-were 170. Years, or after 
_— 210, and therefore the Prediftion of Joſiah is not 
ſingular. 

"TAnſwer, their-Cafe was very diftcrent ; Exrus was fore- 
told, as a Paſſive Jnftrument, to-bring [about -the defizn 
of God's Providence in the Reſtauration wf'the Fews: from 
their Babyloniſh Captivity, /and. giving. then Liberty - to 
Re-edifie the —_ Joſiah, .as an Active Inſtrument, 
to accompliſh God's Pleaſure in; the Extirpation of Idola- 
try in Fudeh and 1/ree/. Cyras did the Will of God, /but 
twas without anyiſincere: lonito, 'or Religions Knows- 
knowp 'w.. \ Joſieh perioravd the Will :of +God,n Faith! Fg 
Love |:and : e to.' him; le turned 30: dhe Lord 
——i his heart, and with all his ſoul, ind "with all his 
mug . , 4 | 


_ Secondly, 
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\ Secondly, Another thing extraordinary in Foſiah was his 
, molt exat Conformity to the Divine Law, in purging 
2 Chron- 21, his Kingdom of Idolatry. Hezekiah wrought that which 
3 ry ug 
20, 21. was 2Coad, and ripht, and trath before the Lord his God ; and 
in every work that he began in the ſervice of the houſe of 
God, and in the Law, and in the Commandments, to ſeek his 
God, he did it with all his heart. This is an) ample Cha- 
raQer, but Joſiah's is fomewhat fuller, For he turned to 
the Lora, with all his heart, and with all his ſoul, ana with 
all his might, according #0 all the Law of Moſes. His Con- 
verſion was Univerſal, for he did af according to all the 
Law of Moſes, His Father and his Grandfather turn'd 
from the'Lord and his Law ; but 'he made the :Law of 
God, his Counſellor ; He. foxyhr to the God of David his Fa- 
ther, and (declined neither to 'the right hand; nor the left, 
2 Chron. 34. 2, 3. He Conſulted not with a Carnal Prieſt- 
hood, -and a ſenſual Saxhedrim ; but he ſent to -Huldab the 
Propheteſs for DireCtion. | 
-. Many. Princes will Reform a Littke, as 4s Jehoſaphat, 
Joaſb,” Amaziah, who were good Kings, \ſo far as they did 
Reform ; but. the Blot that is upon' their: Names, 'is, the 
High Places were not taken away, 1 Kjngs 15. 14. & 22. 
43- 2'Kjngs 12. 3. & 14. 4. Now Jofih pulld down theſe 
High , Places, he:left not one of them remaining. Indeed; 
notwithſtanding all he did or: could do-; Idolstry was fo 
riveted in many of 'the Princes, 'Priefts and People, that 
4 Beal had & remnant among them, for he had his Chemarims, 
iS profels'd Priefts, and he had. others too, who- pretend- 
ed to: be Priefts of the, True God, .but would be now and 
then tamperibg” with" Bads-Idolatrous Rites. i' They durſt 
"P not exerciſe 'their Tdolatry.,publickly, - for fear bf 'the King ; 
" but :bc3. Worſbip'd the Hoſt of Heaven on the houſe. rops, and 
| ſwore by the-Lord and Melchom:; they mingled true and falſe 
Worſbipitogether.. k Iv. | 
And becauſe there is often mention in Scripture of theſe 
High Places, and the pulling of them down. is recorded as 
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an High A& of Reformation, we will enquire what they 
were ; and: this. will not be loſs: of time, becauſe the Fes- 
thes had their High Places as well as the Jews. The 
High Places then Heb, MO3, Sept. ina, were Altars erett- 
ed upon Hills, upon which they offered Sacrifices, the 
Heath:n v0 their Idols, and the Jews to the True God. 
For after the Tabernacle and Ark were removed from 
Shiloh, which was inthe dayes of Ez, when the Ark was 
taken, and his two Sons, Hophni and Phinehas were {lain 
by the Philiftines, 1 Sam 4. 3,4,11. The Jews uſed the 
High Places as moſt proper and convenient for their Wor- 
ſhip ; thus Sewzel and the People ſacrificed in the High 
Place, 1 Sam. 9. 12. 19. and ſo it continued *till. Devid 
brought the Ark to + Jeruſalem, and then it became the 
People's Duty to Saciifice where the Ark was. | And 
hence we read that Solomon, when the * Tabernacle was at 
Gibeon, and the Ark at Jers/alew, ſacrificing in the High 
Places, and eſpecially at the great High Place in Gibeon, 
where tho the Lord appeyred to him in a Dream by Night, 
yet hath this Note of Irregularity put upon him, Solomos 
loved the Lord, walking in the Statutes of David his Father : 
only he ſacrificed and | Saw incenſe in the High Places. And 
the King went to Gibeow to ſacrifice there ; for that was the 
Great High Place, 1 Kings 3. 3, 4\ After the Temple was 
built, and the Ark placed in it, the People were to bring 
their Sacrifices thither, according to that in Devr. 12. 13, 14. 
T ake heed to thy ſelf, that thow offer not thy barnt-ofrings 
in every place that thou ſeeſt 5 but inhe place which the Lord 
ſhall chuſe in one of thy Tribes, there thou (balt offer thy burnt- 
offerings, and there thou ſhalt do all that I command thee. It 
was the People's fin to Sacrifice any where elſe, but at Je- 
ruſalem ; tho they Sacrificed to the Tiue God : His pofi- 
tive Command made that to be Sia which was not ſin be- 
fore. When he had placed his Name at Fern/alew, and 
pitch'd his Tabernacle. there, thither the People were bound 
co bring all their Offerings. But, alas ! they ſoon forſook 
the Temple at Jeru/alem, 40d return'd. to their High Pla- 
| 2 Ces, 
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ces 3/ where not! content to Worſhip the True God; thd 


even thar Worſhip. perform'd there now was - ſinful, be- 
cauſe uncommanded ; they fell to Worſhipping of- Baa/' or 
the Sunn, and other Idols' of the Nations, which Worſhip, 
notwithſtanding they pretended it was for rhe Honour 
of the True God, is every where condemned for abominable 
kdolatry. 

Men may not intermeddle in the Worſhip of God to in- 
ſtitute or alter according to their Fancies, I know they en- 
deavour to- excuſe their Innovations, as Axron did his Gol. 
den Calf, who mede proclamation, and ſaid, To morrow is a 
Feaſt ro the Lord, Exod. 32. 5. Not a Feaſt ro 'the Calf ; 
they think Religion too plain of it felf, and therefore they 


- will fer it out in a more pompous Garb of their own de- 


vitihg ;. which is very apt ro take with Carnal: Worſhip- 
pers: But'ts not acceptable with God, becauſe He approves 
of none, ' no not that which Men call Divine Service, be- 
cauſe bur of Humane Contrivance, and neither in reſpect 
of Matter, Manner, or End ſuch as. is preſcribed in the 
Word.” Feroboam had invented a notable Eemblanee of Di- 
vine 'Worſhip, -and' made it look as like that of God's own 
2ppointing at Jers/alem as might be : But was God to be 
found in chat 'Calfiſh Worſhip? Surely No. And as he 
was not'te be met with -there, ſo may we deſpair to find 
him in that Theatrical Worſhip, which he hath not- Or- 
_—_ and wherewith the Ignorant Wortd is cajol'd at this 

ay. : | 

. There is a natural Mclination in Men to be mixing ſome- 
thing of their own with the holy Appointments of God: ; it 
Hd a Vice as old as the Fall, and therefore might plead 
Preſcription, were Antiquity in this matter a good Argu- 
ment.: Neither is there only a Natural Inchoation, but 
ſarhe Perfons'are poſſeſſed: with ſuch a mighty Fondneſs 
for Additions, which - Cuſtom or. Inrereſt hath decoy'd 
them into, that they cannot think, God. well-Worſhipr with- 
gut .the fintal Pageantry of their Ceremotijous Decency and 
Qides:;z: two Words - of large Extent; which when "__wy 
R ,4 20 an 
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and Deſipnmng Men have the Buplicarion of, wall be ' 
ſure to expound to ſuch a- Latitude; -as {hall ſerve their Bnds 
gpon every occafien, re] 

"Tis not to be queſtien'd, but that the. Idolgtrogs Priefds 
had a great deal to ſay for their Idols and High Places ; they 
had the Examples of ſeveral Kings, the'approbatien of Prin. 
ces and People, their Idols were only bols or Mediums 


through which their Worſhip - paſs'd 26 bopintin G0 
and they could rell the pan Foros uſed; chemumesrby 
Decency and"Ordey, and their Figh Phaces:for greater Splen- 
dour of Devotion ; for they look'd upon both ſdols'and High 
Places not as having any Divinity or Holineſs im themiclves, 
but as things in their own Nature indefferent ; .aad yet being 
enjoyn'd, as not to be omitred, becauſe 'the'Magiſtrate's Com —_ 
mand changes'the 'very Nature of things, and makes that 
which antecedent to his' Sanftion- was indifferent, beeome 
immediately after to be Neceſſary, that is, ' Neceflary be- 
cauſe Commanded by the Magiſtrate. This alſo is the'Mo- 
dern Plea, which has been enforc'd with all-rhe- Wit and 
Power of Man, to defend his Intiovations'in the Worlbip.of 
God, But all his Arttemprs will not . do, for weak fatal 
| Man is not able to ftand qut againſt the Omniporent:and mott 
Holy God, who wHl maintain his Cauſe againſt ail Oppo- 
ſers, and make his Truth to triumpl#over Errour, <>& backs 
with the utmoſt Skill and power of Men. / (2113 
But to return to Fofi2h, that moſt eminent Reformer inhis 
day ; his Zeal for God manifeſted it felf in ſundry parti- 
culars: - , | 
Firſt, He took care about the Temple -/ po alews, that =». 
was much dilapidated through the Neglett of his Idola- 
trous Predeceffors, and gave Hilkiah Orders to repair - the * King. 22. 
Breaches thereof, *© 1) p20le7 + 5 
c Secondly, As ſoon as the' Books of the Law was found, 2. 
and read before him, and he+heard the Wrath! of God de- 
nounc'd againſt Idolatry, he was mightily concern'd there- 
at, and vent his Cloaths; he conſider'd' himſelf as obnoxious V. us 
co, the Threatning'as his- People, ms —— 
FLOP Prieſts 
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+ Prieſts and Princes to go and exquire of the 'Lord for bim and 
5 duc People, and for all Fadah, about it." * br. 
S-. 2. Thirdly, He ſent and gathered together all the Elders of Fu- 
r_ 34+ dah and Jeruſalem, and the Prieſts and the Levites, and all the 
+ ie Peaple great and ſmall, and went up into the Houſe of the Lord, 
| read the Book of the Covenant unto them : that they might 
all-be made ſenſible of the grievous ſin of Idolatry, and the 
Wrath-of the Lord againſt t,. and might be moved thereby 
to repent of it, and renounce it. 
E 4 Fourthly, He and the People made a Solemn Covenant be- 
2 Kings 23. 3, fore the Lord, to walk after the Lord, and to keep his Coms- 
mandments and his Teſtimonies, and his Statutes, with all their 
heart, and all their Soul, to perform the words of the Covenant, 
' that were written in the Book of the Law. -Herein, the King 
and his Subjets prov'd themſelves to be Religious indeed, 
for all True Religion is an entring-into So/ern League and 
Covenant with God, to be true to him and his Appoint- 
ments. 

The terms, League, Covenant, Aſſociation, have a brand 
of Infamy put-upon them by ſome men, whoſe Ears are 
grated at the found, and their Stomachs raiſed at the men- 
tion of them ; they are as great pretenders to Knowledge 
as afy men we diſcourſe with, and yet as blind and ignorant 
as the 0mgs 9 their-Forefathers : for as they boaſted of 

22. their being the Seed of Abraham, and Diſciples of Moſes, but 
28. erred not knowing the Scriptures : So our Modern Phariſees 
talk - much of their being the True Sons of the Church, and 
Lowers of the Common: Prayer, when they are, many of them, 

as ignorant as the Phariſees of old, in points of Real ſaving 
Knowledge, and underſtand no Covenanting with God, but 

G - that Popiſh, Childiſh, perfunQory and unwarrantable one, 
| ' of Godfathers and Godmothers for them in their Infancy, 
| which when they- come to Age, they are uſually as careleſs 
| altobether: ro perform, as their Subſtirutes did at firſt neg. 
ligently and ſuperflitiouſly engage. But thus it happevs among 
all Ways of Religion (th& never ſo highly applauded by Tra- 
ditionary Profeſſors) which are deſtitute of Divine Arr 
et! 4 ys 


- Fifthly, He and his People having taken the Covenant, 
to walk after the Lord, and to keep his Commandments,” &C. 
there was no delay, no-fear of precipitation, and. waiting 
| for a more convenient Seaſon, which are too often fug- 
eſted to Religious Princes: by . carnal Counſellors ; but 
= went the H:gh places, Groves, Altars, Prieſts of Bal 
immediately : And. ſo univerlal was the Reformation, that 
not one publick Monument of Idolatry was ſpared through- 
out Judah and 1/rael. Fail Yor a WF 
Szxthly, He reſtored the Paſſeover to its right Obſeryati- 
| on, commanding it to be kope exaltly according to what 
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was written in» the Book of the Covenant, from which he 
| turned not aſide, by putting to,,,or.. taking. from« | Touch- 
L ing the celebration ot this Feaſt, it is, recorded, Surely there 
was not holdem ſuch 4 Paſſeoutt, from the days' of Samuel. the 


Prophet, nor. in all the. days. of: the Kings of 1(rael, wor of 
j X 


the Kjnes of Fudah. 
4 Seveathly, He took care that; ,no Publick Idolatry ſhould 
be pratiſed in his days, whatſoever ſome of. the Prieſts 
.and People did. privately: ; for 'tis laid, . he wade them ſerve 
the Lord their. God, -. And all bis they. departed not from 
following the Lord, the God of their Fathers... | \ 
- Upon conlideration-now of the whole. matter it mighr 
well be recorded of Joſtab, fb, Waal 
. Like unto. bim.wa; there no Kjng before him, that: turned, to 


the Lord with all his heart, and with; all his ſoul, and with all 


bis might, according ta all the Lam of Meſes,. neither after him 
aroſe there any like hins. , $ n 

In the words theſe three things are preſented to our Me- 
ditations 1 - + >» £5 ON, 
| Firſt, Joſh's perſonal Eminency. above:all other. Kings, 
Like. unto him was. there. no Kjng before. him, &c.. Which is. 
to be taken. as. in. the Inſtances above mentioned, and: th: 
it includes his publick and private Department, yet.it ſeems 
moſtly to relate to. his extraordinary for God. in a pub- 
lick Reformation. 
Secondly, The Subjett matter. of his .matchleſs Glory,, 
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memely, his own Canverſion, and his Peoples Reformati- 

-df ; wherein his Love to God was vety confpicuous, whe- 

ther we conſider its Tategrity or Extent ; for it was not on- 

1y fincere, but univerſal alſo ; he rwrned ro the Lord with all 
beart, and with all his foul, and with all bis might, He 

was not almoſt, but altogether a Convert ; he had not a 

double Heart, one for God, and another for Bz/, dividing 

himſelf between true and Idolatrous Worſhip ; No, he rars- 

& to the Lord with all his heayt. 

+ Thirdly, The Rule he walked by in rooting out Tdola- 
try, and reſtoring the pare Worſhip of God, not the High 
Prieſts Decreralls, or the Canons of the Clergy, or the Par- 

' Hanventary Atts of the Seybedrin; but the Law of Moſes ; 

according to which he ftriftly aGted in all his Proceedings 

abont the Reformation. 
The DoQrinal Obſervations from hence are theſe : 
Firſt, Thoſe Princes are only Eminent in the fght of 

God, who are traly Religious, and 77» to rhe . Lord with 

. all rheir heart. 


Secondly, There is more thang of ſuch Princes, than - 


their own private Aſſeat and Conſent to the true Religion ; 
they muſt promote'it 'intheir Dominions, hy all ſuch ways 
xs 2re commanded 'or allow'd of in Scripture. 

Thirdly, They cannot be capable of a 'greater Honour 
Yna"this World, "than'to'be the Tnſtrutnents 'of a Godly Re- 
formation arhong 'their SubjeCts; 

- PFdurthly, The Word''vf God alone is the Rule, to which 
both they and their People muſt attend in all matters reha- 
ting to Religion. 

Firſt, Thoſe Princes are only Eminent in the ſight of God, 
who are'truly Religious, 'and rzrn 70 the :Lord with all their 
Seart. For ſuch are Vines of his 'own planting, Kings ſet 
up by bim-to Rule in rhe fear of God, they 'are 'his Darlings 
4tidFavourites': Not that they can do any thing of them- 
ſelves, 'how Great and Porent ſoever 'they be, to merit, or 
anyway procure the Divine Favour. and ProteCtion ; their 
very 7 rion to their Thrones being an"AQ (of pure Be- 
dn; neficence. 


' 
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neficence. But they are eminent-in his Eſtimation, upon 
the account of thoſe Graces, which ſpring from the Righ- 2 
teouſneſs of Chriſt, and do manifeſt themſelves in an affe- 
CQtionate Zeal for God. As for thofe Princes who are pro- 
feis'd Enemies of God and Religion, they may be ſaid to . 
be ſet up by God too, becauſe 47 Power 7s of God : But then Rom. 13. [s 
we muſt remember what God himſelf ſays of ſuch, He 
tves them to a People in his Anger ; and conſider in what Hof:13. ut. 
= they areconſtituted by him,z flaze/la Dez, as the Scourge 
co puniſh the Rebellions of a Nation. So that the Powers 
that be in the World, whether Good or Bad, are ordained of 
God; that is, Bad Princes are Gods Ordinance of Wrath and _ ay 
Permiſſion, Good Princes of ſpecial Love, Choice and Ap- nwmywire 
probation. The firſt are given in his Dilpleaſure, the lat- *** 
ter in his Good will to a People. 

There is muck Controverſie among the Learned about 
the word 'gtwizy Power, and therefore muſt not paſs without a 1,9, 4m, 
litcle Examination, Some take it for the perſon inveſted /. 
with the Power of Government ; others for the Office of Surf 
the Prince, not his Perſon ; ſome underſtand all manner of $jertoct; 
Power right or wrong, if it gets the Poſſeſſion, and have of Alles: 
the Adminiſtration of Aﬀairs Others underſtand Authori- co —_ 
ty or Right to Govern, obſerving a Criticiſm between 
Wrews, And iZwizs Which ſome think will not bear the Teſt. 
And others comprehend both lawful Authority, and the 
Perſons _— it: But whether we take it for Legal 
Authority, or uſurped, for the Perſon or the Office of the 
Prince, or for both ; the thing is much the ſame, for Autho-  _ 
rity it ſelf is certainly Gods Ordinance, and the perſons ex- Ov 26s ad 
erciſing it, are placed ſo by his permiſſive or EffeQive am 4s. 
Providence. | 

How far the People.are intereſted in placing or diſpla« 
cing of the Supream Magiſtrate, and whether he be not in- 
feriour to the whole Community, tho ſuperiour to the In- 
dividuals, are improper Enquiries, when the Government 
is ſettled in Excellent hands, and Liberty and Property ſe- 
cured. I ſhall only mind you of _ pecial Deſignation 
Sly | up* 
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upon ſome Perſons, and the turning of the Peoples Hearts 
unto them, after a moſt wonderful manner, and his mani- 
feſt Abdication of athers, as utterly unfit to Govern, ſend- 
| ing a Blaſt upon all their Attempts, while the others Enter- 
| prizes are bleft with an unaccountable Succeſs ; and again, 
| that the people have ſometimes a mighty ſtroke under Pro- 
| vidence in the Diſpoſal of Crowns, and at other timcs 
they ftand- amazed to behold their Unconcernedneſs in the 

Revolutions of the World. 

There is an Objection toone part of this Diſcourſe, that 
if all Power be of God, and the Powers that beare of his Or- 
dination, how doth he then complain in Hoſea ? They 
have ſet up Kings, but not of me ; they have mage Princes, 
and I knew it not, 

To which I anſwer, that AZ Power #s of God notwith- 
fanding, and Government is his Ordinance, although the 
people . {ſet up Wicked Kings, and make Princes, ſuch as 
| he knows nor, that is, approves not. His permiffive Pro- 
vidence tolerates, what his EfteCtive Providence allows nor. 
We mult therefore diſtinguiſh between Soveraign Authori- 
| ty, and the manner of acquiring and adminiltring of the 
Wn. 35. 1, fame. Aurhority it {elf, or Power to Govern, is from God ; 
but yet the Throne may be aſcended by unlawful Reps, or 
being lawfully mounted, it may be filled with Apoſtacy, 
Cruelty, and Violence ; and fo the Perſon fitting thereon 
may be diſowned by God, as a Tyrant or Ulurper. 

. Or thus it may be anſwered, this place in Hoſea reſpes 
Kings 14.9,8. the 1/7aclires revolt from Rehoboam to Feroboam ; and if 
4 we weigh the thing well, the Tranſlation of the Kingdom: 
was from God, and ſo Jeroboam was a King of Gods ſet- 

ting up, and the People did their Duty 1n transferring 
their Allegiance to him : But his falling away immediate- 

: ly after he was made King from the true Worlhipof God, 
_ to that of the Golden Calves, which he had ſet up in Dan 
14. 59,16, and Bethel, and caufing the People to: ſin therewith, was 

' fromthe Devil, and ſo God renounces him, 
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But tho the Authority of Kings (generally ſpeaking) be 
of God, and the Bad too often make a greater Figure inthe 
World than the Good; yet the Good are his choice, his ex- 
celleat Ones, who with Joſiah are truly Religious, and turn 
to the Lord with all their heart. 

But how may poor revolted Mortals be ſaid to turn: to 
God, have they any Power to turn themſelves before they 
are turned ? 4 

I anſwer, No; they have not in their Natural, Unre- 
newed State any more Power to turn themſelves ſpiritual- 
ly to God, than the Erhiopran has. to change his skin, or the 
Leopard his ſpots. God muſt firſt turn to them. before they 
can turn to him ; yea, he muſt z«r» them, or they can 'ine- 
ver be turned, for no leſs Power than Omanipotence can- con- 
vert a Soul. But when the Soul is effeQtually converted, 
then it will tura to, and claſp about God, The motions of 
converted Souls towards God, are like the turnings of the 
Needle touched with a Load-ftone to the North ; for bei 
touched with the Magnet of his Love, they draw i 
fantly rowards him. In ſuch Souls the AttraQtion of Free- 
Grace is ſo ſtrong, that nothing can poffibly preyeat it. 
The Saints are ſenſible of great {lackneſs and backwardaeſs 
in their Spiritual progreſs, of many ſtops and hinderances 
in their, Chriſtian Race, but they are ſecured againſt total 
and final Apoſtacy, by Gogs everlaſting-Covenant of Free- 
Grace, ſealed and ratified in the Blood of Chriſt, by many 
ſweet and precious promiſes to keep them from falling away, 
by vertue of their Myſtical Union with Chriſt,and the Prayer 
and Interceſſion of Chriſt for them : They meet with many 
Aſſaalts from Sin, Satan, and the World ; but Sin cannot 
ſeparate them from the Love of God in Chriſt, becauſe that 
is pardoned in the Blood of Chriſt ; Satan cannot -vanquiſh 
them, becauſe Chriſt hath ſubdued him; and the World 


cannot overcome them, becauſe Chriſt hath overcome the 


World. But tho the Saints are ſecured from all danger 
of final and total Apoſtacy, yet this is no ground of care» 
leſneſs and carnal Confidence nan. the way - of 7 
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Salyation is of Gods own ordering'and appointing, and it 
is this, They are Elef# according to the fore-knowledge of God 
the Father, through Sanitificatton of the Spirit unto Obedience, 
and ſprinkling of the Blood of Jeſus Chrift. Mark this paſ- 
ſage, Through Santtification of the Spirit unto Obedience ;they 
are not Elected to Salvation without the Spirits SanRifica- 
tion unto Obedience, but they are Elefted to attain Salvation 
by SanQtification as the means to the End: and being ſanfified 
by the Spirit of God,they are thereby enabled to perform Obe. 
dience to the Goſpel. God did-not Elect them thar they 
ſhould be careleſs, but that they ſhould be carefull ; for they 
are choſen of him in Chriſt before the foundation of the World, that 
they ſbonld be holy, and without blame before him in love, The 
are choſen to the Means, and the diligent uſe thereof, as we 
as tothe End: For they are Gods Workmanſhip, created in 
Chriſt Jeſus unto good works, which God hath before ordained, 
that they ſhould walk in them: This denotes their Courſe, 
*tis a walking in good works ; they are EleQted to live in the 
conſtant exerciſe of all Graces infuſed into them, and of all 
Duties required of them. They then moſt hoeridly abuſe 
the precious DoCtrine of the Saints Perſeverance, who call 
it a DoQrine of Looſenels and Libertiniſm, and pretend it 
Sakes away all Watchfalneſs and Diligence in Duty ; where- 
as it requires all poſſible (triftneſs and exaneſs from the 
Saints. And certainly no pertons.in. the World can conſi- 
der themſelves under ſtronger tyes to Obedience, than they 
who believe that 'tis Gods mechod in their Salvation tro 
bring them to it of Free Grace, through SanQification of 
the Spirit unto. Obedience, and Sprinkling of the Blood of 
Jefus Chriſt, For believing: this tobe” Gods Way - of Salva- 
tion, they will endeavour to be found in it; and knowin 
that God hath choſen them to Salvation through Santtification 
of the Spurit, and belief of the Truth; they will pray that 
they may ſtand fait, and have their hearts comforted: and eſt a- 
Liſbed in every good word and work. 
Upon this Score it is, namely, EleQion in Chriſt, and San- 
Qtification of the Spirit, that Princes become truly Religh- 
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Epiſt. 59 
' Miniſters of God, as the Heathen: Prieſts flattered Alexan- GEantY 
 &r, and perſwaded him to be Fupiters Son, the King Philip 
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ous, and ſo highly eminent'in" the fighr'of God; and by ver- «df 
rue thereof their Dominions are founded in Grace, and have 
a Spiritual ſuperadded ro their Political Right. I. do not 
ſay, that the Godly - or Gracious only have-a Political Right 
to Govern, but that Graciots: Princes have a doable one'3 
Firft, As Princes, and Secondly, much more (I am ſure rhu« 
better) as being gracious Princes.” By how much.the Un- 
&ion of the Spirit excells that of the Body, by fo much the 
Scepter poliſhed with Grace outſhines its Native luftre..” * | 
Impious Rulers are compared by Solomon to roaring Lyons Prov. 28: 15; 
and ranging Bears, the moſt ſavage Reaſts of prey, to ſet 
forth their Violence, Cruelty 'and Oppreffion. Lyons. 'and 
Bears, the Naturalifts rell'us, are'naturally cruelter than'o- | 
ther Wild Creatures, but hen pinchd with hunger, they ex- mh. - 
ceed the cruelty of their Natures." In thoſe Creatures we cruddicate 
have a lively portraiture of Arbitrary and' Tyrannical Go- 7. 
vernours,, who as cruelly prey upon the poor oppreſſed Pen- 
ple, as they do' uport the Beaſts of the Field. With 'a1ir- ,,*- 
tle variation of the Apoſtles words, we may ſay of them, ad 
Fhey are a terror - to" po9d works, and Revengers to execute Rom- 13+ 34a 
wrath upon them that do well, They are Perverters of publick 
ace and Order, and men have no Security, notwithſtand- 
ing Law, of Life or Property under them : For they' care 
not what ravage and ſpoil they make of their Counrrey, 
vainly fancying the people are made for them, not they 
made for the People ; contrary to what Senecz writes tO wox Republica 
Nero, That the Commonwealth is not theirs to ufe as they liſt, ſuam oft ſud | 
but they are the Commonwealth's, Which makes me ſtand a> —_— 
mazed when read or hear what unſuitable Titles: ſome 
Parazites give them, and how Jeroboam's, Herods, Maxi 
mines, Dioclefians, and Fulians, Idolaters, Adulterers, bloody 
Perſecutors, and infamous Apoſtates, are complemented 
with the glorious Appellations of the Loyds Anointed, and 5m 
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was his Father. 
But as Wicked Rulers are like roaring Lyons, and ranzing 
ars; 


A Looking Glaſs : 
4 Beers; | ſo. Religious (Kings and Queens - are;compared. to 
p49. 6g. Nurſing Mrrapgc Nurſing Mothers, - The: Glory - God, 
and Welfare of their People ſway more with ſuch, than their 
own ſelf-Intereſt, or Perſonal Greatneſs. They always poſt- 
pone their private Advantages tothe publick Good, and make 
LG reckoning of their 9wa than their Subjects ſafety. And 
this is notorious, from thole many dangers they voluntarily 
expoſe themſelves to, which 'tis not imaginable- they would 
ever do, if they had not- more regard to the Honour of God 
© 00y ow the Subjets Weal, than to their own Applauſe and 
hg atere | | . 
|, The Greek and. Rowan Hiſtories,inform- us :of ſome: that 
Iacr\agpa their Lives upan-their Countries ſcore, as Codras, 
cins, and ſeveral orhers.; but whence. ſprang this adven- 
turous Love? from natural Courage, Ambition, vain -Glo- 


TY. AﬀeCation af a. Statue, . ſuperſtitious obſervation of Ora- 
| cles, ;or the.like, _ But truly. Religious Princes att from No- 
4c” bler Principles, and are. moved by the mighty impulſe of him, 
"Yi $622; 23. who ſits pox the Circle of the Earthyand the Inhabitants thereof are 
{ oi 4s. Graſhoppers;. that bringeth: Wicked Princes tonothing, and ma- 
keth the loc of the Earth as. Vanity. | . 


Now who thoſe Princes be that are truly Religious, be- 
cauſe many pretenders are in the World, is. not very eaſie 

- for us to os The Heart falls not- within our Cogai- 
zZance, for no. man can ſufficiently underſtand his own, and 
how then ſhould he: know another Mans ? we leave that 
| therefore to his Judgment, who is the Maker and Searcher 
of it. 

| The Text deſcribes them to us by an univerſal Conformi- 
| ty to the Law of God, in turning tor him with all their 
| heart, with all their Soul, and with all their might : which 
| ſhews the nature of true Converſion, it muſh be Univerſal. 
| A partial Change is an imperfe&t one; for half an Heart is 
ſuch an Offering as God will have no reſpe&t unto. He 
who made the whole, requires the whole ; and therefore he 
who. gives him not the &, but reſerves'a part for _ 
| ther, 
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ther, robs God of his Right, and by tbat reſervation deſpt- 
rately cheats himſelf too. 

Our exaReſt Scrutinies cannot / penetrate any further-in- 
to the Heart of Man, becauſe it lyes-quite out of our fight, 
than it diſcovers it ſeſ-by Ovyert Ads. - This we know, 'an 
Hypocrite may for a time appear to be a Sairit, bur his Vi- 
zor will off at one time or other ; for will he delight himfelf 
in the Almighty ? will he always call apon God ? Job 27.10. But 
where there is true Grace in the Heart, there will 'not be a 
Perſonating, but a real Atting of Holineſs mw the Life: Can 
the Fountain be ſweet, and yet ſend forth bmter ſtreams? 
Can the Tree be good, and not the Fruit ? So it is impol- 
ſible for a Sanctined Heart not to ſhew it felf in a Refoenm- 
ed Life. In whomloever the principle of true Sanctificati- 
on is rooted, it will ſpread and branch out it ſelf, and ex- 
tend to others. Hohnefs is not only of a Diffuſive, but: 
alſo of an Aſſimilating Nature, and would bave all like it: 
ſelf, When men are throughly converted, they wilt er- 
deavour the Converſion of others. Having effeQually taft- 
ed of the immerited Love of God, they will be telling what: 
he hath done for their Souls ; and having their Hearts per- 
fumed with the fragrancy of Free-Grace, they will always: 
retain the Scent, and be ever admiring and -cotnmending it- 
to others. 

We may then ſay, that truly Religious Princes. will not- 
put their Candle under a Buſhel, but ſet it in a Candle- 
ſtick, that it may give light to their Subjets ; nor hide 
their precious Oyntment, but break the Box of Spikenard, 
that the Odour may perfume the People': For they. are un- , 
der an Obligation to countenance and encourage the Goſpel,. 


* and to endeavourthe Reformation of thoſe under them. For, 


| Secondly, There is more required: of ſuch Princes, than O5j. 2 


their own private Aﬀent and Conſent to the true Religion ;. 
they muſt _— it in their Dominions, by all ſuch ways as: 
are allowed ot commanded of in Scripture. It is theDuty of eve- 
ry Chriſtian. to.do what he can for God, and the Kingdom A 
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his Son, in his private Capacity ; and then much more the 
Prince's, who is exalted to an higher ſtation, and placed in 
an Orb, wherein he may ſhine as the Sun before his people. 
It is no part.of my preſent work to ſpeak of the power of 
Princes in matters Givil and Political, the Laws and Con- 
ſticutions of the Government muſt be the Rule there : * © We 
*muſt have recourſe to the wholſome Laws and Cuſtoms 
-.- — — & * of our Countrey, for our direQtion in Civil Proceedings. 
{ cerament, . Neither our Saviour, nor his Apoſtles intermeddled with 
Th * Civil Government, but left that as they found it. Chriſts 
* Kingdom was not of this World; and therefore he and his 
* Apoſtles medled no farther with the Kingdoms of the 
*World, than to teach all their Duties in their reſpeQive 
*Stations, the Magiſtrates to Rule, and the people to Obey in 
© the fear of God. The Standard of our Civil Government 
*is the Law of the Land ; it is ſuperiour to all Orders and 
© Ranks of Men, and looks with an equal aſpe&t upon the 
* Prince and People ”. The Author of Jowian ſays, that 
p.2i22 the King is a Soveraign doubly limited, by the Laws of God, and 
the Ciuil Laws of his Kingdom. And (out of Brafon) adds, Y 
ibid. Et ſub Lege, quia Lex facit Regem: Ho is under the Law, 
| becauſe the Law makes the King. And Dr. Hammond upon 
_ mn 1 the words, [ He beareth not the Sword in vain, he is God's 
; Miniſter, an Avenger for wrath to him that aoth ill] ſays, By 
this is intimated, that the Sword is, as far as reſpeits this 
Life, put into the hands of the lawful Magiſtrate, with Com- 
miſſion to uſe it, as the Conſtitution of the Kzpgdom ſball beſt 
dirett. T 
I ſhall therefore limit my Diſcourſe to things pertaining 
to Religion, and enquire briefly how far the Civil Magt- 
ſtrate is iatereſted therein ; and this I ſhall do with humble 
reverence to Almighty God, and a due reſpeC&t to thoſe 
whom he hath ſet over us in the Government of this Realm, ; 
by laying down a few Theſes or Poſitions. 
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Kot. 5. 22. 1. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the Supream Head, Gover- 
Col.2.10, Nour, and Legiſlator of his Church, and he hath not dls. 
gate 
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gated this his Headſhip, Government, and Legiflature, to Mat. 28. 18,19, 
any Perſon, or Perſons upon Earth. He hath left no Hu- * 15. 14, 
mane Vicar or Deputy to'preſide over it ; tor neither Pope, Jam 4+ 12. 
nor general Councils, nor National Synods, nor the Civil { 9% 7+ 
Magiſtrate fingly,/or with the Body Repreſentative in Par- 
liament, have any Soveraign Authority in Church Afairs. 
In things purely Divine they cannot make one Law to 
bind the Conſcience to Ohedience. They have nothing to 
do to make Articles of Faith, to compoſe Forms of Prayer 
and Worſhip, and impoſe them upon the people under Pe- 
nalties. to make Ecclefiaſtical Canons and Rubricks, and to 
decree Rites and Ceremonies. Chriſt hath ftriftly tyed his 
Church to the obſervation of the Rules laid down by him 
in his Word : Te are my Friends if ye do whatſoever I command 
you, John r5. 14. I your ſole Lord, Head, and Maſter, to 
whom all Power in Heaven and Earth is given, Mat. 28. 18. 
And therefore the Churches of Chriſt own none other 
Head but him ; nay, they dare not own any other, becauſe 
God hath put all things under his feet, and given him to be 
the Head over all things to the Church, Eph. z. 22. To admit 
of any other Head, whether Polilical or Miniſterial, were 
to deny his Headſhip. The Saints are the beſt friends to 
Ceſar, they are, as Eliſha ſaid of Elijah, The Chariot of Iſrrel, 
and the Horſmen thereof, 2 Kings 2. 12, But they are forbid- 
den to give to Czſar the things that are Gods. With reſpe& 
to things Civil, they will, yea, they muſt own the Su- 
pream Magiſtrate ;- but with reſpe& to Divine Worſhip, 
they muſt own no Maſter or Superior but Chriſts 
The Argument that the Sticklers for Magiſtratical Au- 
thority in Religion draw from the Jewiſh Kings, is of no 
force under the Diſpenſation of the Goſpel, could they *Godwain 
prove what they are never able to do, that they were |< Head, the 
* Heads of the Church : becauſe, as the Learned Anſwerer of being a The 
Mr. Tomb's Theodulia faith, Betwixt the Oeconomy of the Law cracy- 
and Goſpel, there is a vaſt diſproportion ; many things were of = .Þ 
old lawful, which now to prattiſe were no leſs than a denyal of © 
Chriſt come in the fleſp. And a _ after, the ſame way 
Us 
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| Author ſays, That neither the Rulers of the Jews, or any 0- 
| ther Nations had de Jure any ſuch Dominion or Power over 
their Subjeits, as ro make Laws, introduce Conſlitutions of their 
own framing, in Matters relating to Worſhip, and compell them 
by force and Violence to be ſubject thereunts. 

As little ſucceſs they have had, who urge the Power aſ- > 
ſumed by the firſt Chriſtian Emperors ; tor if they took | 
upon them the Headſhip of the Church, they invaded: 

Chriſts Prerogative ; and it is not what they did, but what 


they bad Warrant from the Word to do, that is Preceden- 
tial to us. | 
Thoſe Jewiſh Kings, David, Hezekiah, and Foſfiab, had 


Divine Warrant for what they did ; and Solomon in depo- 
fing Abiathar from the Prieſthood, acted not as Head of the 
| ,.., Church, but as King of J/7ae/: for as the Author before 
| FpbenÞ.3'4 nention'd truly diſtinguiſheth, Solomon depoſed Abiathar not 
as High Pontifee, or Head of the Church, for Male adminiſtra- 
tion in Church Affairs, but as Kjng of Iſrael, for treaſon againſt 
the Commonwealth, in the buſineſs of Adanijah. 


But though Chriſt hath. conſtituted no Heads, Vicars, 
or Deputies over his Churches, yet he hath not left them 
wirhout a Power to a& by in Church: Society : For, when 
people by the inward working of the Spirit, through the 
outward Miniſtry of the. Word, are effectually wrought up- 
on, and have voluntarily joyn'd themſelves into Church 
Fellowſhip, for the mutual participation of all the Ordi- 
rances of Chriſt, they have then,a power to Ele& ſuch 
Perſons as they ſhall judge firted with Spiritual Gifts and 
Qualifications for the Miniſtry and Exerciſe of the ſame 
Power, and therein they are to procecd by a cloſe adherence 
to the Rule of the Goſpel. 

To prevent all Miſtakes touching the Power and Au- ) 
thority which Chriſt hath given to his Church, I do not 

wen's weve. aſſert any © Soveraign, Legiſlative or Lordly Power, but 
—_— * ſuch as is Declarative or Miniſterial, only with reſpect to- 
is, * Chviſts Authority, and the Churches Liberty, and in it's 
| nature: 
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*nature is purely Spiritual ; for whether we conſider the 
© ObjeCt, the Souls and Conſciences of Men ; or the End, 
* the Glory of God, in direQing of them to live unto God, 
* and to come to thefruition of him ; orthe Rule,the Word and 
© Command of Ghrift himſelf alone ; or the Ads and Ex- 
*erciſe of it, in Binding and Looſing, inRemitting and Re- 
* taining Sin, in opening and ſhutting the Kingdom of Heaven; 
© it is in every part meenly and only fpiritual : From whence 
*the Concluſion is plain, that all fuch Ads and Exerciſe 
© of Rule or Government, from any Intereſt in Church Af- 
* fairs, which are Carnal, Political, Deſpotical, of Exter- 
© nal Operation, or not entirely Spiritual, are utterly to be 
*excluded, as wholly Heterogeneous to Chrifts Headſhip 
* and Government. 


2.The Churches ofChriſt are notNational orPoliticalBodies, See 4: 


as States and Commonwealths, but they are Congregatio- <=" fu 


[ 


nal and Spiritual Societies, and have Laws and Offices di- ford in his D 
ſtint from thoſe of the Commonwealth. ves 


(1.) They have Laws formally different from thoſe of ET 
the Commonwealth, viz. The Precepts of Chriſt himſ 
alone: As, | 


1. About Church Officers, they muſt have a Divine Call 
and Miſſion, Mark 16. 15. and Fohy 20. 21. f 

2. About Church Duties, as Prayer, Preaching, &c. 
which muſt all be performed according to the Word. 

3. About Church gathering and Diſcipline ; Members 
are tobe admitted, and Offendors dealt with as the Rule, 
-the-Command of Chrift directs. 


"(2:) The. Churches of Chriſt have Officers diſtin from 
thoſe of the Civil Magiſtrate, they are of his ſending and 
appointment, Eph. 4.8. it. and 1 Coy. 12. 28; they are 
ele&ted and ordained by the Church, 4#s6. 3, 4, and 14,23. 

x Tim. 4- 14. and-At#s 13.1, 2, 3,4; they aQtin Chriſt's ” 
E 2 Name, 
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Name, and by his Authority, x Cor. 4+ 1. 2 Cor. 5..26, Gal. 
I. 1. and Mat. 28. 19, 20. | 
It is the ſaying of Optatus Milevitanus an Africen Biſhop, 


© + That the Commonwealth is not tn the Church, but the Church is 
- in the Commonwealth. And 'tis a great Truth, for were it 


otherwiſe, the two Societies would be confounded; which 
are eſſentially diſtinEt trom- each other. If the: Common- 
wealth ſhould be in the Church, then there could be no 
Church but there mult alſo be a Commonwealth, and where- 
ſoever there is a Commonwealth, there would be a Charch. 


But this is ſo abſurd, I will not ſpend tine: inthe confutati- | 


on of it, We learn from the Word, that. the Churches of 
Chriſt are gathered out of the Kingdoms and Common. 
wealths of the World, by the _ of the Goſpel, and 
united into Bodies by other Bonds and Confederations than 
Civil Societies are ; the Members of the one may be Mem- 
bers of the other Society, but the Laws, Officers and man- 
ner of Adminiſtration are perfealy diſtintt. 


3. The Civil Magiſtrate has no Legiſlative or Coercive 


power in things of meer Religion. *Tis. his duty to protect 


the Churches of Chriſt in the free Exerciſe of Religious 
Worſhip, to puniſh Vice and Prophaneneſs, and to miniſter 
Juſtice to. Evil doers. But he has no power to inſtitute, al- 


ter, change or aboliſh any. thing in the Worſbip. of God, or 
to puniſh the man for his Conlcience.. 


4. The Civil Magiſtrate is to Rule his SubjeQts in the fear 
of God, and-to be a Nurſing Father to the Churches of 
Chriſt. He ought to be a perion as David was, a mar ly 
ter Gods own Heart ; a Man Exemplary for Holineſs, Righ- 
teouſneſs, and all other Vertues, and to promote, as much 
as 1n him Iyes, by Precept, Recommendation, and Exam- 
ple, true Piety and Religion 1a their Dominions.. 


Thirdly, Religious Princes cannot be capable of a greater 
Honour in this World, than to be the Inſtruments of a Godly 
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Reformation among their SubjeAs. Some Princes have 

been bloody Murtherers of their Countrey, and cruel Per- 
ſecutors of their people, and have made Laws for the Juſti- a 
fication of their Barbarities : Thus Yalerian enaQted againſt A yoda 
[ the poor Chriſtians, That anleſs they ſacrificed to the Heathen 
K; Gods, they ſhould be expoſed to divers kinds of Puniſhments.; and ant 
or ſecretly give them any thing, except they, would fir ſt- burn In- 
cenſe to the Gods, Theſe and all like them ſhall, ſtink for 
ever in the infamy of their Names, whiles the' memories of 
| good Princes [hall be always precions.., -The remembrance 


of the one ſhall rot, and. the other. ſhall - be ever freſh and 
flouriſhing. The remembrance of Joſiah is like the per- 
| fume that. is. made by the' Art of the Aporhecary ; it/'is as 
| fweet as Honey in all Mouths, and: as Muſick at a Ban 
of Wine : He behaved himſelf uprightly in the Reformarti- 
| on of the People, and took away all the. abominations of 
| Jaiquity : He diceted his Heart unro the Lord, and in- the 
time: of the Ungodly he eſtabliſh'd. Religion _ Feroboam, 
he bod . Omri, Ahab, and other wicked and irreligious Kings; have 
left. a Brand of Ignominy upon their Names, that time will 
never wear out. The decree of Nebachagnez.zar, for ſpeak- pan. 3; 291 
ing honourably of the God of Shadrach, Meſbech. and Abedne- Dan. 6. 26s 
| go; of Darius, for worſhipping the God-'of Danie/; and of _— 
; Cyrw, for building the. Temple, at. Jers/a/em, more beautift. 
ed their Diadem's, than-all thei Victories and: Empire over 
Nations. 
Conſtantine the firſt Emperour that embraced. the Chri> 
ftian Faith, was ſurnamed the Grear,, more for his Piety 
than his Greatneſs. *Tis the proteQting, favouring, and en- - 
couraging. of Religion, that brings in, the largeſt Revenues 
of Glory*to Princes. Such ſhall have the Divine ProteCtion: 
Y 7 to watch over them, for the-eye of the Lord is over them that 
# fear him, and put their hope in his mercy, Plal. 33. 18. The 
ſhall conſtantly be remembred in the prayers of the Lor 
People, and have a Name more honourable and laſting, 
than one cut in Beams of Cedar, or Pillars of Brafs, - 


Fourth» 
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Obf. 2. Fourthly, The Word of God alone is the Rule to which 
both Princes and People muſt attend in all matters relating 
to Religion, Whoever ſhall go about to redreſs the Cor- 
ruptions of the Exgliþ Church, will undertake an excel. 
lent Work undoubtedly, acceptable to God, and deſired by 
allgood Men ; and my earneft prayers ſhall be, that he may 
never fail of ſucceſs in fo brave and Chriſtian an Enter« 
rize. The meaſures that ſome Princes have obſerved, 
ave been taken from wrong Standards, carnal Ends, and - 
worldly Counſels ; and they themſelves have been rather 
governed by Schemes and platforms of deſigning Men, than 
the'unerring Oracles of the Living God, which doubtleſs 
has been one main Remore to a thorough Reformation. It 
was this which ſtifled the - E»2hſb Reformation in the Birth, 
and if not removed, will render all attempts of this kind 
abortive, For whiles. men adviſe a Reformation ſuitableto 
ſuch Models as they themſelves 'contrive, and refuſe to hear- 
ken to the Lord | Chriſt: commanding and directing in his 
Word ? what otght to 'be' done, how can it be expeted mY 
that ever a good End '{hould be attained; when the only 
adequate means are"omitted? When the Aﬀairs of _— 
on are as carnally debated as Temporal matters, and t 
Church is no otherwiſe conſidered than as: a part of the 
State ; nay, when things/are {0 jumbled, 'that there is no 
diſterniog Church from Stite,' bur' perſons are made Mem- 
bers of the former, as ſoon as they are born Subjects of the 
latter, and ſo come to know hardly any other Regenerati- 
on, than what they are told they received -by I»fant-Sprink- 
. ling: in a word, when nothing will -contefit fome Men 
but a Draught of Reformation forg'd in the Shop of- their 
own-Brains, or when they are ſo ſtubborn that they will not 
ſabmir\to'the Inclination of an Excellent Prince, or fo 
blind, that' they cannot. fee the neceffity of an Amend- 
ment ; we may as ſoon hope'td fee Turk and Pope turn Pro- | 
tefbants, 'as ſome Vizarded Proteſtants ſet forward a Refor- | 
mation : For -Reformation:work is contrary to the ſenſual 


Luſts 


Ut 


fo: Religious. Painces... 


Luſts and Intereſts of worldly men, and therefore will 

meet with conſtant oppoſition from them ; yet notwith(tand- 

ing all their endeavours to obſtru& it, nothing ſhall-be 

able to ſtand before him whom God hath appointed to the 

Work. All difficulties ſhall beremoved, and hinderances 
immediately vaniſh ia that day, that the Lord ſhall ſay un- 

to his Zerubbabel, Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spi- Tech. 4. 6, 
rit, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts : Wha art thou, O great Mountain * 

before Zerubbabel thou (halt become a plain, and he ſhall bring 

forth the Head:ſtone thereof, with ſhoutings, crying Grace, Grace, 

unto it. 7 

Wherefore, Be ſtrong O Zerubbabel, and be fkrong all ye Nag. 2.4. 
people, who have underſtanding of the times to know what Iſrael ,, 
ouzht to do, for 1 am with you ſaith the. Lord af: Hoſts, Hag. ibid. 

As for thoſe Dignitaries of the Exgigb Church, who pre- 
tend a willingneſs to reform Errors and Abules, by Hu- 
mane Canons and Conſtitutions; I humbly deſire. them to 
conſider whether mens Traditions are a Rule to reform 
by, becauſe they are erroneous ; and whether the Word of 
God is not a ſufficient Rule of it ſelf, without - their ſinful 
Additions? Let the Sacred Book therefore be opened, and if 
upon examination the Building, be Babel, -let it be. pull'd_ 
down, and not one ſtone left upon another, how goodly ſo- 
ever the Structure hath been in the Eyes of the long dazled: 
and deludfd SpeUators. 

Conſult no longer with the baſe Inclinations, and corrupt 
reaſonings of Flelh and Blood ; but away to the Las and 
Teſtimony;..Covenant with the Lord, as Joſiah and his. Peo- 
ple did, ro keep his Commandments axd his Teſtimonies with all 
your heart, and with all your ſoul, 2-Chron. 34. 31. 

And whereas there are ſome others that would perſwade 
the People, that no Reformation is. needful, I would en- 
treat them ſeriouſly toanſwer me theſe following Queſtions : 


1. Was a Reformation neceſſary in Johat's time, and did 
he well in reſtoring the true Worſhip of God ? Is the Caſe 
of England much different from that of Judah's? Nay, is 

not: 


$7” 


A Looking-Glaſs 


. not our Apoſtacy as palpable as hers ? and then are not we 


in as much need of a Reformation ? 


2. Are the Cathedral and Parochial Churches ( as they 
are vulgarly called) of Ezglana, called and conftiruted ac- 
cording to the Rule and Order of the Goſpel, or are they 
not ? if they are not, then they cannot but ſtand, in need 
of Reformation : If they are, then theſe two things (among 


' Others) muſt be made out : 


1. That they have the right Matter, and 
2. The right Form of a Goſpel-Church. 


1. If they have the right Matter of a Goſpel Church, 
then the: Perſons or Members thereof are Viſible Saints : 
For by Matter, we underſtand the Perſons whereof a Church 
conlifts, with their Qualifications. Now that we may 
know whether the Members conſtituting the Cathedral and 
Parochial Churches of England, are Perſons fitly qualified, and 
{o right Matter of a Goſpel Church, we will ſee what the 
Scripinre ſays in that point, for that muſt be our Rule 
herein: And upon ſearch we ſhall find the right Marter 
of a Goſpel-Church to” be Viſible Saints; they are called 


*- New Creatures, Holy Brethren, Partakers of the Hgavenly Cat 
.: Es Living ſtones, a choſen Generation, a Royal Prieſthood, an 
y 


Nation, a peculiar people, choſen.out of the World, Chrifts 


; haſed Poſſeſſion, the Sons and Daughters of the Lord God 
: rice Now it we can find ſuch a choice, ſelect, fan- 


Qified, and ſeparate People from the World, that is, from 
the Gnful Dottrines, Courſes, Cuſtoms, and Society of the 
World, in the Cathedral and Par:chial Aſſemblies, then they 
have the right Matter of a Goſpel-Church ; if not, but 
their Members are as mix't as the Head, and the major 
number openly to be profane, carnal, ſcandalous Livers, 


ſuch as Swearers, Adulterers, Drunkards, Lyars, Backhj-. 


ters, Perſecutors, Revilers, or at beft meer Formaliſts; have 
we any ground to call theſe Viſible Saints. and to _ 
tem 


Py 


$ Pzinces; 


them fit Materials for the Spiritual Building of a Goſpel 


Church? 


2. As right Matter, Viſible Saints are one Conſtituent 
part of a Goſpel Church, fo, right Form is, the next thing 
required to its Eſſence 'or Being. By Form, 1 mean, the 
manner how any Perſons come. to be a Church, and that 
is, by 4 free Conſent and Agreement to unite in Fellow- 
ſhip, , for the performing of all the Duties, and obſervation 
of all the Appointments of Chrift, and for the exerciſe of 
that Power wherewith he hath entruſted them, according 
to the Rule of his Word, This is the Formal Cauſe or 


Conſtirutive Form of a particular Church, namely, their + ower's Tree| 
+ Aitual, expreſs, voluntary Conſent to Walk together for the Py of 


Ends, and according to the Rule aforementioned. 


But you will ask me perhaps : What? is there nothing 
pre-required unto this Conjunttion of. Viſible Saints in a 
particular Church ? Is no more to be done, than for Believ- 
ers immediately to enter into Church Fellowſhip ? 


I anſwer, They are firſt to be Baptized, before they are 
admitted to Church Society- In which point the Scrip- 
ture is ſo clear, that there is no place for Heſitation about 
it. The Church at Jersſa/em was the firſt Goſpel Church, 
this was not to depart from thence, but wait for the promiſe of 
the Father, AQts 1. 4. The number of the Names was about 
an hundred and twenty. v. 15. Theſe when the day of Pen- 


recoſt was fully come, were all with one atcord in one place,” 


Ads 2.1. and were all filed with the Holy Ghoſt, v. 4. By 
the help whereof Perer proved fo convinciagly to the 
Maurtherers of Chriſt, that God hath made the oe Teſs: 
whom they, the Fews, had crucified, both Lord and Chriſt, 
y. 36. that rhey were pricked in their heart, and ſud unto 
Peter, and to the veit of the Apoſtles, Men and Brethren, 
what [bl we do? verſe 37. Peter preſently direQts them in 
this their great extremity : RO ſaith he, aud be baptized 

every 


ng 
ip; Thy 


If now upon Examination it prove, that ſuch as are 
Viſible Saints, and Baptized. into - Jeſus Chriſt, Rom. 6. 3. 
do make up the Cathedral and Parochial Societies of Eng- 
land, then they are rightly conſtituted in reſpeft of Mar- 
Ry ;*and-if Mighty Grace having bowed them to the feet 
of Jeſus, they have'freely conſented to' give up themſelves 
to. .the Lord, and to,one another, to walk together in 
Church Fellowſhip, in obedience - to. all Chrifts Inſtitu- 
tiotis, *thet are they alſo. rightly conſtituted in reſpect of 
Form: But if one or both of theſe are wanting, as there 
1s. cauſe enough. to. believe ſo: Let them: cry, The Tem- 
le of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord are theſe; and 
Each. arid Print Apologies and Vindications in Defence. 
of the "Excellent Conſtitution, as they call it, of the 
Church. of Eng/and, on purpoſe to obſtru&t the ſearches of 
the Inquiſitive, and to- retain the Tgnorant in their Igno- 
rance ; this will not juſtifie them betore God at the. Great 
Day, thd.now their falſe Pleas paſs undiſcovered by. the un- 
thinking Croud.of poor deluded Wretches.. 


I endr' wiſh, that the Guides and Teachers who: 
aCt by publick Authority, would not be led more by. Inte- 
reſt than by Truth. ; that they would lay, down their 
Prejudices which they -imbibed in their Education,. and. 
recelyed by Tradition from. their Fathers, -and- would beg 
of God tg. dire them- to enquire into- Goſpel Verities : 
Þ arn'perfwaded the Lord would. either teach them to diſ- 
Ef. their Miſtakes, or. to, exerciſe more MET5> 
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the Church, or of Ruling Elders. 
f the Tory or Rule, _ the Qajy of Elders. 
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ith the Ways and Indications of the Ruine or Continuance 
Fay National Profeſſion. Price 6 d. - 
| Brief Inſtruftion in the Worſhip of God, ang Diſcipline of 
the Churches of the New Tefament : by way of or and. Arſer, 
,with an Explicatiog. and . Confirmation bf thoſe Anſwors.- Pricy 
und I 
| Meditations and Diſconrſes concerning the Glory of Chriff ; 
unto noconverted Sinners ;, and fo Saints under Spiritual 
from Job. 17. 24- Price bound 5. 
wy with 1 reſt of Dr. Owens Works, are ſold by the faid 
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- There is now -in the Preſt, and will ſhortly be 
Forks of that Excellent Goſpel Miniſter, Jobn, Bumyen, late 
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and prepared for the Preſs before bis death, with others 
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